
Traditional techniques for avian transgenesis have been complex and time-consuming, involving processes

such as retroviral infection of blastoderms or ex vivo manipulation of primordial germ cells (PGCs). These

methods necessitate significant resources, expertise, and specialized facilities. However, a visionary team of

researchers has forged a new path by devising an ingenious strategy that circumvents these challenges.

At the core of this revolutionary technique is the capability to directly introduce foreign genetic material into

PGCs in vivo, a task historically fraught with inefficiencies and technical hurdles. This remarkable feat was

achieved through the synergistic combination of widely available transfection reagents, such as Lipofectamine

2000, and Tol2 transposon and transposase plasmids. This novel approach has demonstrated remarkable

success, resulting in the stable transformation of PGCs within the living organism, ultimately leading to the

generation of transgenic offspring that express a reporter gene within the transposon.

The ground-breaking nature of this method lies not only in its remarkable efficiency but also in its simplicity. By

simplifying the transgenic process, this technique democratizes access to transgenic chicken production,

making it accessible to researchers lacking specialized facilities or expertise in PGC culturing and retroviruses.

This democratization holds the potential to accelerate progress in research, biotechnology, and agriculture,

unleashing a new wave of innovation.

 

FEATHERED PHARMACEUTICALS: 

In the ever-evolving landscape of biotechnology, a pioneering study has

emerged that has the potential to transform the way we approach scientific

research, pharmaceutical production, and global food security. This ground-

breaking research, highlighted in a recent academic publication (Tyack et

al., 2013), introduces an innovative technique for generating transgenic

chickens, creatures genetically modified to possess unique traits or produce

valuable compounds. What sets this approach apart is its reliance on a

novel method that sidesteps the intricacies of traditional transgenesis

techniques.

COULD CHICKENS BE THE FUTURE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY?

PART I: REVOLUTIONARY TRANSGENESIS
APPROACH

The implications of this scientific breakthrough

extend far beyond the confines of laboratories.

Transgenic chickens offer a plethora of applications.

They can function as invaluable model organisms,

shedding light on the intricacies of developmental

biology. Additionally, these modified chickens can

serve as living bioreactors, producing complex

pharmaceutical proteins for medical treatments.

However, one of the most compelling prospects lies

in enhancing global food security.

PART II: TRANSGENIC CHICKENS:
MODELS, BIOREACTORS, AND
BEYOND



By engineering chickens with heightened disease resistance and enhanced
production traits, scientists could bolster our food supply against disruptions
caused by infectious diseases. In a world grappling with escalating
population demands and shifting environmental challenges, the potential to
create disease-resistant chickens could be a game-changer for agriculture
and food production. An avian flu pandemic in 2014/15 cost US Farmers $225
million as poultry stocks had to be culled.

Moreover, this innovative approach could have far-reaching implications in
combating zoonotic diseases, those that jump from animals to humans.
Through the development of chickens resistant to pathogens like avian
influenza, researchers might mitigate the risk of devastating pandemics. This
ambitious application aligns seamlessly with the ultimate goal of the study:
generating livestock resistant to viruses with pandemic potential.

Avian PGCs, once an enigma, have been subjected to rigorous scrutiny over the years. The journey to uncover
their origin, specification, and migration patterns has paved the way for valuable advancements in avian
models. Recent progress in isolating and culturing avian PGCs, coupled with the arsenal of genetic
manipulation and genome editing tools, has opened the doors to developing avian models that were
previously unattainable.

However, challenges persist in perfecting the art of producing transgenic and genome-edited birds. The
precise control of germline transmission, successful introduction of exogenous genes, and accurate genome
editing in PGCs remain critical hurdles. The development of robust germline-competent PGCs, coupled with
the application of precise genome editing systems, remains at the forefront of current endeavours in avian
model production.

PART IV: FROM PGCS TO TRANSGENIC BIRDS: CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES
The historical journey of avian PGCs reveals the intricate dance of their origin, specification, and development.
From the late nineteenth century observations of germ cell origins to the modern-day identification of specific
molecular markers, avian PGCs have slowly unveiled their secrets. Recent progress in isolating and culturing
these PGCs has revolutionized the potential for transgenesis and genome editing in birds.

The isolation and culture of PGCs represent critical steps toward harnessing their germline competency.
Techniques like magnetic-activated cell sorting (MACS) and fluorescence-activated cell sorting (FACS) have
enabled the purification of PGCs with unprecedented efficiency. These cultured PGCs are no longer mere
experimental subjects; they have become the conduits for germline transmission of modified genetic traits,
ushering in a new era of transgenic birds.

PART III: CRISPR-BASED GENOME EDITING UNVEILS
NEW HORIZONS
Interestingly, a parallel strand of research has been unlocking another
avenue for avian genome modification: CRISPR-based genome editing. The
use of primordial germ cells (PGCs) as the gateway for transgenesis and
genome editing in birds offers a unique departure from the mammalian
counterparts. PGCs, the precursors of gametes, hold the key to transmitting
genetic modifications to the next generation, distinct from the strategies
employed in mammals.

PART V: PROGRAMMABLE NUCLEASES AND PRECISE EDITING
With the advent of programmable nucleases, including zinc-finger nucleases (ZFNs), transcription activator-like
effector nucleases (TALENs), and CRISPR/Cas9, the world of avian genome editing has undergone a seismic
shift. These tools offer the unprecedented ability to target specific DNA sequences with remarkable precision,
whether to induce targeted mutagenesis or effect gene disruption, correction, or insertion.
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As the global licensing leader for CRISPR/Cas9, ERS Genomics is the first port of call when developing a
commercial or research application using CRISPR/Cas9. This applies whether you’re a new biotech start-up or an
established life sciences organisation.

We have already completed more than 100 licence agreements across a range of life science sectors and provide
access to our patent portfolio in more than 80 countries – the most comprehensive collection of proprietary
rights to CRISPR/Cas9 available.

Talk to us today to discuss your licensing needs and let our experienced team help you to leverage the power of
CRISPR/Cas9. 

Of these programmable nucleases, CRISPR/Cas9 stands out as a transformative technology, owing to its
simplicity, versatility, and cost-effectiveness. By guiding the Cas9 nuclease with a RNA molecule that is
complementary to a specific target DNA sequence, scientists can induce double-stranded breaks in the DNA.
This prompts the cell's repair machinery to either introduce errors, effectively knocking out the targeted gene,
or incorporate new genetic material through a homology-directed repair process.

In the realm of avian research, CRISPR/Cas9 has proven its mettle by facilitating the generation of
gene knockouts and precise genetic modifications. Its application spans the spectrum, from
unravelling the molecular underpinnings of avian development to engineering disease-resistant
poultry. (Li,k. et al., 2020)

CONCLUSION: THE AVIAN REVOLUTION

As the realm of avian genetics continues to unveil its potential, researchers stand on the brink of
transformative discoveries. From the manipulation of primordial germ cells to the precision of CRISPR-based
genome editing, the toolkit for avian research and biotechnology has expanded dramatically. This newfound
understanding and capability not only deepen our knowledge of avian biology but also empowers us to
address pressing challenges in agriculture, disease prevention, and pharmaceutical production.

The visionaries who meticulously unravelled the mysteries of avian germ cells have bequeathed a legacy that
reverberates through time. From the first observations of blastoderms to the breakthroughs of today's
genome editing techniques, the journey of avian genetic manipulation is a testament to human ingenuity
and perseverance. And as the avian revolution unfolds, it promises to leave an indelible impact on fields far
beyond the confines of the laboratory, transcending the boundaries between species to enrich our world.
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